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MY &ECRST.

Wkea first assurance came to me
That thy dear heart was mine,
I wandered forth upon the lea
Alone, lest all the world should see.

My secret so divine.

But ah, the world has passed me by,
Nor read the secret, dear;

The poor old world, so dim of eye,
So dull of ear, 'twere Tain to try

To make my feelings clear.
To those who cannot know as 1

Thy heart when lore draws near.
-- New York Home Journal.

In the heart cf the Pyrenees, near the city of
Bayonne, though without the range of Its vision,
lies secluded the strangest convent In the world,
the convent of the Bernardlnes, followers of the
patron St Bernard. The votaries who enter there
spend their lives in an unending alienee contem-

plating death and Its sequel. They never speak a
word to each other or to a living soul except at con-

fessional, and they engage themselves by digging
graves and studying skulls and otherwise concen-

trating their minds upon the theme of death. Yet
great as are the hardships they suffer they probably
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SISTERS OF BERNARD1NES DIGGING GRAVES.

temburg Minister of Education hay
ing resolved to give women a chance to
secure the necessary Instruction and
pats examinations. On this subject an
article In a prominent Journal by Dr.
W. Wachter gives the Impression that
if women do secure this privilege it
will bo anything but a sinecure. Ger-
man apothecaries' clerks have to un-

dergo a very severe course of studies,
and, when they receive a position, they
are expected to be ou duty from seven
or eight In the morning to ten or eleven
at night, besides attending 'to the night
bell every otlier night, if not every
night For all this they receive from
fifteen dollars to eighteen dollars a
mouth,' with board and lodging, or
thirty dollars to thirty-seve- n dollars
without board and lodging. In a few
exceptional cases an assistant may re-

ceive as much as fifty dollars a month.
Under such circumstances It is hardly
a wonder that young men do not crowd
Into this field of employment' It Is,
Indeed, the difficulty of getting assist-
ants, especially in villages, that has
made many of the apothecaries willing
to consiJer the candidacy of women.
Dr. Wachter, however, sounds two
notes of warning. k

Women clerks, ho
urges, should under no circumstances
accept lower wages than tho men, and
they should, if possible, organize for
protection; nor should they ever con-
sent to act, when business Is slack, as
assistant to the apothecary's wife, thus
enabling her to dispense with n ser-
vant.

The Smart Woman's Hair.
Tine rat is still in demand at all the

shops where these unbenutlfully nam-
ed aids to effective coiffures are sold,
and the plain, parted. Madonna style
of wearing the hair, though lauded by
man and approved by women with
seraphic expressions and perfect feat-
ures, does not make much progress to-

ward the goal of popular favor. Light
waves are no longer considered good
form, but soft aud puffy effects and
hair worn low on the forehead charac-
terize the halrdresslng of the women
who lead In these matters. There Is
a tendency to lower the chignon, al-

though many women never consent to
low coiffures, no matter what the fash-Io- n

may be, as high effects are so
much more becoming. Tho low coif-

fure needs a well-shape- d head and a
pretty neck, and women who affect It

generally do so to call attention to
these not at all common beauties. In
the days of her belledom Miss Sallie
Ilargous, now Mrs. Duncan Elliot, al-

ways wore her hair In a knot or a mass
of braids Just at the nape of her neck,
and Mrs. Langtry's low, careless coil
of golden hair served ns well as a sign
to call attention to the poise of her
head and the exquisite line of her
shouders. These simple fashions are
usually for beauties. Average women
need something more sophisticated.

One of the newest ways of arranging
the hair Is to wave It. draw it up al-

most to the top of the head and ar-

range It In two loosely twisted bows to
simulate ostrich tips. They are encir-
cled at the base by narrow black vel-

vet ribbon, and an upright Jewel or
aigrette Is placed between them. An-

other style consists of twisted rolls of
hair so cleverly arranged above the
waves that It Is difficult to say where
one begins and the other ends. This
coiffure is quite at the back of the
head, so the hair is tied only about
half way up and then divided Into
three or more strands, according to
length or thickness, and twisted over
the finger In graduated rolls.

Never was there a period when one
was so free to select a style of arrang-
ing the hair to suit one's particular
style of beauty. The advocate of Ma-

donna coiffures parts her hair in the
centre to please herself and puns It at
the back and at the sides to conciliate
Dame Fashion. The girl, whose style
Is piquante rather than seraphic parts
her tresses and dresses one side higher
than the other or draws a waved lock
down In a curve over one eye. New
York Commercial Advertiser.

Fashion Notes
The best golf bags for general wear

nnd tear will be found In the calf-ski- n

leather.
A stylish white net for evening

gowns is 'massed with large hsu-scal- e

sequlus put on In scallops.
Meteore crepe de chines, spotted

with chenille, like flowers In white, are
one of the novelties of the season.

Lace waists in delicate lovely de-

signs will be one of tho promlnept
features of fashion among evening
toilettes for the summer.

Embroidered ecru linen which Is

transparent makes lovely summer
gowns, with pink bastiste for the

which may be accordion plait-
ed. Use the plaited batiste for the un-

der bodice with a short bolero of the
linen.

Untrimmed hats, mads of tulle and
chiffon, are now to be had in many
smart shapes, and if one is at all clev-

er about such things, they can easily
be trimmed so tliat they closely simu-
late an expensive hat.

Following the ruffled ribbons that we
have been having for trimmings there
has come a cnarmlng embroidered
raousselin de sole ribbon, scalloped at
one edge, ad ready to use as an elab-

orate form of trimming.
One of the prettiest new models in

Farls gowns has a short bolero, cur-

ving In the back In two scallops, over
a deep pointed girdle of moire silk.
The gown Is of marine blue cheviot,
with the front panel piped with white.

Handsome pattern gowns are of
point d'esprlt in a large coarse net
with an allover design In silk

on. All black Is handsome
and black on a steel ground effective
Nothing has been more stylish, how-

ever, In appllqued gowns than the
black cloth appllqued on to black silk.

The newer frocks have most of them
a crush bell of some kind. One of
these gowns, having a broad pointed
collar, so hroad that the effect Is al-

most like a yoke, has a belt of the
material, a blue ngured silk, crushed a
little nronnd the waist and above point-
ed to match the collar and' fitted hav-

ing something the effect of a corselet

Every time the Russian boar stirs In
his sleep Europe experiences a political
earthquake.

NOTES OF INTEREST ON NUMEROUS

FEMININE TOPICS.

Sticks to An Ancient Custom Author of
"Annie LaurleM-Tw- o Beautiful Gowns
Hobblat for Children Buys Hats for
the KtondikeEtc, Etc,

Sticks to An Ancient Custom.
Queen Victoria at home 1 simply il

in a black dress, not always of
silk, and wears a .widow's cap with
small lappets .at the back, hvr silver
hair plainly' brushed on either side of
her temples. Upon her fingers are
plain memorial rings, and she invarla
bly wears n bracelet having the por
trait of her latest grandchild or great-
grandchild placed In It as a medallion.
The Queen always has a handkerchief,
bordered with lace, resting in her
hands as they lie folded In her lap, the
survival of an ancient fashion.

t Author of "Annie Laurie "

A quaiut, venerable lady, who might,
to all appearances, have Just stepped
out of a Goldsmith comedy or a Gains-

borough picture, died the other day in
the person of Lady John Scott Spottls-wood- e,

the composer of "Annie Laurie"
and other familiar melodies. She was
04 years of age, and aunt of the Duke
of Buccleugh, and closely related to
the late General Wauchope.

She had a very strong character, and
was a great upholder of old manners
and customs. When travelling she
rode in a carriage, always had posi-
tions, and encouraged the observance of
old customs. She was a liberal bene-

factor of the poor aud maintained a
meal mill as a relic of old times, and
she preferred thatch on roofs nnd peat
for fires. She was an Indefatigable
collector of antiquities.

Two Beautiful Gowns.
A dinner gown of mauve satin has a

skirt of luxeuil lace. 'Over the front
and back are panels of thesatln em-

broidered with figures of purple panne,
emphasized with gold beads. The cor-

sage Is of the embroidered satin, held
by a corselet of white lace. The mitt
sleeves are of purple, figures on mauve.
mousseline de sole being substituted
for the satin. One shoulder strap Is

of purple velvet fastened to the cor
sage by a butterfly of gold beads and
amethysts; bows of purple and mauve
tulle held by these butterflies cross the
other shoulder. With It is worn In the
hair a gold and amethyst butterfly
holding a short purple" and mauve
feather.

A pretty gown for the ball room has
a tnnfc of white lace, with the edge
embroidered In velvet roses. This Is

slightly draped over a skirt of white
satin, with edge finished with a line of
sable. On the corsage Is a packet corse-

let of lace with embroidered edge. The
decolletage Is finished with nifties of
white tulle, and strings of artificial
roses make the shoulder straps.

Hobbies for Children.
Where mothers and fathers seem to

lose hold of their children is In a lack
of Interest in their amusements. Boys
and girls who have readied the age of
twelve or thereabouts want some other
occupation besides going to school and
romping about after school hours. It
is Just at this age that the children
need interesting In some hobby. If
they "do not take up the hobby when
they are young there Is very little prob-
ability that they will have time to do
In after years. The need of the grown
up folks of the present day Is more
time.

Each day's work seems to swallow
up all one's energy until there Is hard-
ly any time for Improvement of any
sort. It Is because men and women
do not know how to use up profitably
the few spare minutes they may have
In the day that we have so many slov-enl-

gossiping wives, drunken hus-
bands and neglected children. The
boys and girls should be encouraged to
Interest themselves In work of some
kind, either in manual labor, such as
carpentry, wood carving or metal
work, in , work for those poorer or
weaker than themselves, or else In
some special branch of study, such as
botany, chemistry., cookery or dairy
work. Not only will some such hobby
serve to occupy what would Otherwise
be wasted hours, but In after years It
might probably bo a source of Income.

Buys Hats for the Klondike- -

"Oh, yes! I buy them for $2 and sell
them for $30."

Then she laughed. She was one of
the 2,000 milliners that came to Chi-

cago to see what's worn and take back
a sample stock. She said she was from
Dawson City and signed Mildred
O'Neill to her checks.

"I have a dear little store up there,"
she explained, while sitting In a whole-
sale house In Michigan avenue, sur-
rounded by a part of the 2,000. "We'll
start a library In the rear of it soon,
and maybe a woman's club, too. I am
getting lovely Ideas for the library
while here. You needn't think be-

cause we live In the Klondike we're not
progressive." And she looked Into the
eyes of the sister milliners about her,
representing the profession in nearly
all the States except the extreme east-
ern ones.

"What sort of hats have you
bought?"

"Straw; white; lota of ribbon and
flowers."

"Large?"
"Just medium, and no black ones, I

tell you."
"Can they be worn very long?"
"Three mon'ths anyway, and perhaps

longer. I am thinking of putting
chamois linings In the crowns, so they
will be comfortable at evening affairs
in the fall. I shall sell carmuffs for
that season along with the hats."

"Can you really get $30 for the $2
kind?"

"I should say I could; I give you to
understand 'that we have some big
swells out there." Chicago Record.

Women Clerks in Russia.
In Russia women have been for some

years ?srpicycd as ajwthecnrles' clerks.
sdu It is said that the public as well
ss the apothecaries themselves mani-

fest a preference for them over men.
In Germany, too, a movement in this

of, a newspaper In Pekln, t- -i rsty
fcrrtafter be properly referred to as a
ycilow Journalist

An armless man was convicted of
having forged a money order In Chi-

cago the other day. He did it by hold-

ing a pen in his teeth.

The New York World thinks It If
too bad that an Irishman must go
abroad and slay his fellow-ma- n la or-

der to make himself popular at home.

The United States Senate Is much
disturbed by the discovery that its
new "solid mahogany" chairs and
sofas are really "thinly veneered on

cheap wood."

Judge Caprou of Indiana holds that
When a church agrees to pay a preach-
er a fixed salary the salary 'must be
paid, if tho church property has to be
sold for that purpose.

Seedless grapes are becoming popu-
lar in' California but the . scare about
grape seeds causing appendicitis has
been shown to be groundless so there
Is not much gained.

There is room for Just thirteen per-
sons in each of the automobile stages
that are 'now operated In Fifth ave-

nue, New York city. If the horseless
carriage results In nothing but the
abolition of the thirteen superstition
it will 1h well worth all It has cost

What's the use of bachelors and wid-

owers tramping on to Cape Nome In
search of wealth, when it is known
that the women of the United States,
most of them unmarried, own $130,-000,00- 0

of national bank stock, together
with $137,000,000 of private and State
bank stocks?

Chicago women have decided to take
active steps toward discouraging the
footpfds that have recently become so
numerous there. The plan Is that wo-

men whose duties compel them to be
out after dark shall carry revolvers,
and with these deplete the list of the
highwaymen who molest them.

Referring to the numerous consolida-
tions of, short trolley lines In the East-
ern part of this country, The Electrical
Review says: It Is not unlikely that
by the end of the year one may travel
from Washington, D. C, to Portland,
Me., by trolley cars, with only the
most insignificant breaks In the con-

tinuous lines of railway.

An American physician In Paris
claims to have discovered a process to
make short people grow tall. Now If
he could only devise a process for pre-

venting long purses from growing
short during the exposition season he
might win the everlasting gratitude of
his visiting countrymen to the French
capital.

The South Carolina Legislature at Its
recent session passed a law permitting
homeopathic physicians to have their
own examining board. The Charleston
News and Courier says the bill receiv-
ed an overwhelming majority In both.

Rouses, and "will delight the hearts of
the many people from the Northern
States who prefer to be treated by
physicians bred In that school.

Everybody who likes to see the sum-
mer girl at her best will be glad to
hear that the "Sailor" hat will be In
evidence again this season. It was at
first thought that the "Golf" would
supersede the "Sailor," but the rapid
descent of the "Golf" into low priced
goods, banished it from "genteel so-

ciety," and the "Sailor," on new lines,
comes to the fore again bearing the
stamp of approval of fashion.

German mechanics may well ask
what they are coming to when tho
Prussian Minister of Railways says
the American locomotives are faultless
in construction and considerably cuenp-e- r

than those made at home. Is the
German Government going to shout
out cheap American food and Import
cheap American locomotives? This
may be fun for the land-ownin- g no-

bility but It Is a double blow to the
German working classes. .

More patents were Issued last year
to citizens of Connecticut than 'to
those of any other State. There was
one patent for every 943 Nutmegs.
The Inventiveness of the Connecticut
folks Is familiar enough, but It Is
rather surprising to find that Okla
homa stands fifth on the list, following
flie District of Columbia, Massachu
setts and bbode Island in that order.
New York though seventh on the list.
Is credited with nearly 4,000 patents, a
larger number than was Issued to any
other State.

The population of England, Wales,
Scotland, Ireland was In 1842, 15,000.- -

000; 000,000; 2,000,000; 8.200,000, and In
1891, 27,000.000; 1,500,000; 4,000,000; 4,- -

700,000, which means an average In-

crease In the three component parts o'
Great Britain of about 75 per cent,
while Ireland shows a decrease1 of
nearly 45 per cent Referring to Ire
land, Mulhall's "Fifty Years of Na
tional Progress" records 1.225.00J
deaths from famine, 3,CG9,0C0 evictions;
4.185,000 emigrants this was Vic
toria's record uj to ISSd, and he, there
fore, concludes that "the present reign
has been the most disastrous since that
of Elizabeth."

In fle agricultural portions of Bel- -

glum the work performed by women
Wcludes going to he fields to help the
horses pull the plow or aiding the dogs
in hauling carts. In the mines they
wear the same costumes as the men,
woilc as hard and receive similar
wages. It is said that the women who
are employed In factories have to con-
tend with conditions little better than
slavery. One lace factory has COO wo-
men n Its employ, and many of them
live in the country miles away from
the factory. They have to walk to
their work, toil fourteen hours a day,
and succeed In earning about 00 cents

week.

The Indians of the United States will

tion In English. There are 1S,233
dwelling houses built for Indians, 1,153
of which were built within the hwt
year. . .The nutnler of births was 4,237
and the deaths 5,253. Twenty-si- x In- -

dlans were killed by white and seven
whites by Indians. One Indian was
killed by other Indians. The number
of Indian crlmals punished was 1,409.
There were 31,055 Indian church mem-ber- s

and 348 church buildings upon the
various reservations.

A big Western factory has recently
provided a dining room for Its work-
men and serves cheap meals at. noon.
Hero are some of the prices charged:
Pea soup, two cents; roast lamb, three;
stewed tomatoes, one; mashed pota-
toes, one; ham sandwich, two; bread
puuuing, two; mince pie, three; coffee
and tea, one. The bill of fare Is
changed daily. The seats are number-
ed, nnd each regular rktron occupies
the same one every day. ne men give
their orders for the next day before
leaving the dining room, and thus
much time Is saved In serving. Every
one has plenty of fime to get all he
wants In the half hour allowed.

The Woman's Tribune, always on
the lookout for Interesting cases con-

cerning the legal status of women,
says: "That husband and wife are
one Is an axiom In common law, nnd
under all old Interpretations it was
equally accepted as axiomatic that
that one was the husband. But It has
been left for a North Carolina Judge to
rule that that one was the wife. The
suitor of a young woman was invited
by her mother, but forbidden by her
father. Accepting the Invitation, the
angry father sued him for trespass.
The mother signed his bond. The case
was tried and the father lost, the mag-
istrate holding that as husband nnd
wife are one she had a right to Invite
the young man. An appeal was taken
by the father to the Superior Court,
which will be called on to rule as. to
wife's equal rights on the family prem-
ises."

The original MS. of Scott's story,
"St. Ronan's Well," is now owned by
a bookseller in Edinburgh. It was giv-
en by 'Sir Wulter to lr. Cadell, and
after Cadell's death was purchased by
Ruskln. The latter prized the treasure
highly, ana used to dilate upon his
pride In his favorite novelist's patience
and perseverance. Pointing to this
manuscript, the last page of which Is
as well written as the first, Ruskln
would say: "This novel was written
when Seott was In terrible mental and
bodily suffering." The MS. presents
Important variations from the printed
version, soine passages having been
altered at the suggestion of friends of
the author, which makes It particular-
ly Interesting.

The English law relating to cruelty
to animals Is a ratner nebulous one. To
qualify for protection the wronged
beast must prove, through his "best
friend," that he Is not "ferox naturae."
For this reason lions mcy safely be
tortured to make a British holiday and
deer hunted to death after a manner
that, while not cruel, would be ridicu-
lous. A short time ago, an elephant in
a London museum trampled one of his
keepers to death nnd was shot for It.
Nothing was said for some time. But it
now appears that he had been a most
respectable animal for thirty-eigh- t

years, and only grew angry when tor-
mented with a pair of lances. Accord-
ingly, the surviving keeper has been
prosecuted by the Society for the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Animals and sen-
tenced to a week's Imprisonment. One
hopes that the Incident is Indicative of
some reform In the treatment of cap-
tive brutes, mosT of the penormancea
of wild beasfs have no value In them-
selves and being interesting only be-
cause the man in the case may be
killed as he very often deserves to be.
The mastery of man over bruta has no
part In the exhibitions, for the boldest
tiger-tame-r would cut but a sorry fig-
ure before a strange tiger In a strange
land.

Some Novel Statistics.
A dclvcr Into statistics has discovered

the awful probability that in the year
of grace 1S9M the, English-speakin- g peo-
ples of the earth produced no less than
eighty novels a day throughout the
months, not excepting Sundays nnd
holidays. His conclusions, says Liter-
ature, are not based upon his expe-
rience as a reader, but on the surer ba-
sis of expert calculation. Five new
novels a day were actually published in
Great Britain, nnd three per diem In
the United States a total of eight
dally for the new Brotherhood. And
as only one novel In ten that are writ-
ten Is published, ergo 29,200 were pro-
duced.

We are not aware that thes Igiircs
have been shown to Sir Walter t;esant,
but If they come to his notice it Is not
Impossible to hope that he may relent
somewhat In his stony attitude toward
the rapacious publisher. When he re-

alizes that the publishers In rejecting
20.220 novels have deprived their cof-
fers of the gold to bo taken from 20,220
victims, who, nt five guineas apiece,
would have netted many dollars, and
have at the same time spared the pnb-11- c

much in the way of reading that
might have. proved a trial to say
naught of the restriction of the compe-
tition between the published surely
the cockles of his outraged heart must
warm toward those whom he has hith-
erto unreservedly condemned.

How to Open a Ceok.
To open a book properly hold It with

Its back oaa smooth or covered table.
Let the front board down, then the
other; now hold the leaves in one hand
while you open a few leaves at the
back, then a few at the front etc., al-

ternately opening back and front until
the center of the volume Is reached.
If this Is dene two or three times there
will be no danger of breaking the
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t A SAILOR'S LOVE. S
m m

1 HE Gray Eagle
went on her
course,'

v

parting
the waves of the
Indian Ocean.
She was a packet
steamer in the
employ of a
great English
company, and
carried many
passengers.
Among these,
standing on the
promenade deck

forward and looking across the broad
expanse of water before her, was a
beautiful girl, in ,the flush of her youth
and beauty.

In the wheelhouse stood a young
man, second mate of the ship, looking
at Mabel Vane. He was young, with a
bold, manly face, curling brown hair
and beard and speaking gray eyes a
man, In grace of person, manly beauty
and pure heart a man worthy of the
name. He was only a sailor, and had
risen to his present rank from cabin
boy, but yet he dared to love the daugh-
ter of the East Indian millionaire, Ar-

thur Vane.
ne loved her and had no hope-lov- ed

her as wo worship a star which is far
leyond our reach. Nothing was fur-
ther from bis thoughts than to Insult
her by telling her that he loved her; but
to be near her, to see her often, per-

haps to do some service which would
win a smile from her that was reward
enough for Will Clay.

She never dreamed of his adoration;
and he had heard her say among her

GO BACK, YOU FOOl.!!"

friends that she liked him better than
any other officer on board the Gray
Eagle. She said it in the careless way
of girlhood, and yet he treasured it in
his heart Standing there, watching the
course of the ship and ready to give a
word of warning to the wheelsman if
it were needed, he never took his eyes
from her long.

"Mr. Clay," said the man at the wheel
as he gave it a half turn and rested
there, "don't you smell smoke?"

"It comes from the galley."
"Perhaps so, but what are they burn-

ing rosin In the galley for?"
"Rosin," cried Will, raising his head

quickly and sniffing the air. lie caught
the peculiar smell himself and leaped
down from the wheelhouse. "Keep
steady," he whispered to the man at
the wheel. "There may be danger, but
if there is, for God's sake, keep It
quiet."
' The man nodded quietly and took a
firmer hold on the wheel. Will Clay
crossed the deck without apparent
haste, and yet with a fearful fear tug-

ging at his heart. He caught sight of
the captain coming out of the gentle-
men's cabin and hurried up to him.

"There is something wrong," he
whispered. "Don't you sniell burning
rosin, captain?"

The old sea captain suppressed a cry
of horror. With fifty passengers on
board, in the midst of. the Indian
Ocean, far from land, a fire was one of
the most horrible things which could
come upon a ship.

"Go forward and investigate," he
said, in a low tone. "If you find that
it Is a fire, you know what to do. How
are the boats?"

"All right, sir; you may trust to
them." '

They had good cause for fear. The
entire forehold was filled with rosin, in
boxes and casks, and if a fire started
there it might as well be In a nest of fat
pine. Will ran down to the lower deck,
where he was met by a crowd of ex-
cited firemen and coal passers, who
were rushing madly on deck. Quick as
thought he seized the foremost and
hurled him back.

"Co back, you fools P he cried.
"Where are you running to?"

"FlreP whispered the man hoarsely.
"Fire in the forehold."

"Suppose there is. Is it your duty to
rush on deck and alarm the passengers,
or get buckets and try to put out the
fire? Back, there, all of you, for I will
brain the man who dares to flinch a
hair nowl Stand back, I say!"

The men cowed before his superior
will and saw that they might yet do
something to save the steamer.

A guard was placed at the hatch, to
that no ctae could come down, and the
scuttle which led into the forehold was
opened. No sooner was this done than
a dense volume of black smoke rolled
out, and the scuttle was closed again,
for Will saw that nothing could be done
in that way. The men ran forward with
axes, but had scarcely gone a dozen
steps when they felt the deck tremble
under their feet and saw small jets of
flame shooting up through tho planks.
A. moment more and there was a aort of

house more distinguished persons than
any other order on the continent of Eu-

rope. Thero are niaify princesses and
countesses among them, many of the
royal blood. Indeed, it Is believed
nearly all are of high degree.

The convent migrated nearly a hun-
dred years ago. It was started by sev-
eral distinguished ladies, who, scorn-
ing the world and all of Its pomps,
withdrew to the solitude of the hills.
With their own hands they built a few
cabins, wherein the only furnishings
were a board and a straw pillow for
each to sleep on, and the only decora-
tions skulls and crossboncs.

The fame of these holy women
spreading throughout the country, ap-
plications to Join them were numerous,
so that in time quite a little group of
cabins was visible on the hillside.
Each person entering was required to
have enough of a fortune to support
herself In this fashion for the rest of
her days, for no bread-winnin- g was al-

lowed among the Bernardlnes. They
were there to mediate, to pray, to
adore and to glorify God, and to atone
in some measure by excessive mortifi-
cation for the sins of the world. As

explosion, and the red flames leaped up
suddenly and caught the planks above.

There was no hope of concealing the
danger from tho passengers now, for
the steamer was full of smoke, and
wild cries from the deck announced
that the danger was known. They must
face the most terrible situation known
to the sea the one of all others the
most feared fire! Women 6hrieked
and fainted, strong men trembled and
could not move hand or foot, and others
ran wildly about the decks rendering no
assistance. Mabel Vane, utterly be-

wildered by the sudden horror, felt a
Btrong hand clutch her arm, and saw
Will Clay, blackened by smoke and
singed by flame.

"Go aft!" he said, hoarsely. "Stand
on the port quarter and wait for me,
and I will save you or die trying. Obey
me, girl; I am your master now."

She looked at him in mute wonder
and obeyed him in silence. He sprang
away and began to fight the fire as he
could, aided by the officers and crew
and some few of the passengers who
kept their heads. Among these was
Arthur Vane, a handsome old gentle-
man, with an engaging face.

"You are a man, William Clay," he
said, ns the two hurled the contents of
a greater water cask down the open
hatch. "If we ever escape the com-

pany shall know that they have a man
In their employment. If we don't it is
all the same. Have you seen my daugh-
ter?"

"I sent her aft Just now, nnd told her
that I would save her or lose my life.
And I'll do it, too, because I love her."

"Love her you!"
"Just now you said I was a man,"

said Will quietly. "Lay hold on that
cask, you. What are you shirking for?
Can't we talk nnd work, too?"

A strange smile came over the face
of the old merchant and they hurled
the cask Into the water and assisted
the man working at the fall in raising
it

"Don't think I'm a fool, Mr. Vane,"
said Will. "If I lived a thousand years
and saw her every day I wouldn't tell
her as much as I've told you. And
what's more, you wouldn't have heard
me say it if it had not come out before
I thought" J

Mr. Vaie said not a word, and Will
Clay was silent They worked hard to
save the steamer, but the flames gained
upon them inch by inch, and drove
them aft

"Give It up, captain," whispered Will.
"Get out the boats and provision them.
Take time for all you want and we
will fight the fire."

The sailors worked with a will until
they saw the boats drawing up to the
gangway and the passengers taking
places, when they left their work, and
sprang for the boats. The passengers
made a rush at the same moment but
as they neared the gangway they met
Will Clay, a pistol in each hand, and
his eyes flashing fire.

"Stand bck there!" he cried. "Do
you call yourselves men? Do you want
to swamp the boats, and spoil your only
chance 7"

"Get out of the way!" "hissed a gigan-
tic Swede, raising his heavy hand. "Out
cf the way or, I will crush you with a
single blow." j

A pistol cracked . and the man fell
back, shot through the shoulder. The
crowd recoiled before this determined
young man, fpr even in ,an hour like
this men rear auauen aeatn.

Keep back, I sayP repeated the
young mate. "Pass along those ladles
first for they rfo In the first boat"

The order wai promptly obeyed, and
then tlx of tbfr crew, called out by

their only diet was bread and water
the entrance fee was not exorbitant.
The primitive cabins of the Bernard-
lnes yet exist and are yet occupied, al-

though a more imposing edifice has
grown up around them.

At every few steps In the convent
hangs some Inscription in huge black
letters which contains the word
"Death." It Is Impossible to forget for
one moment one's Inevitable destiny.
"Are you prepared? This hour may be
your last. Reflect on death" Is a sam-

ple of the Inscriptions. Another one
that I noticed was to this effect: "That
you may not sin because you have
beautiful hair, cut It off. Beautiful
eyes and a beautiful face have caused
much sin. Detest them, and think
about Death."

The nuns' cemetery Is within the
convent enclosures and is the favorite
resort of the Bernardlnes. Here they
promenade, praying for the dead, and
nt 4 o'clock every day each one digs a
shovelful of earth from her own grave.
As the BernardineB are vowed never to
speak a word, the Servants of Mary at-
tend to all of their necessities for tlein.

name, went Into the boat and pulled it
away from the gangway, under com-
mand of the first mate. Boat after
boat pulled up to the gangway, re-
ceived its load and pulled away. There
was no more rushing, for there was
death In the eyes of the young mate and
the captain, who had taken his place by
his side.

"My daughter is not in the boats,
young man," said Arthur Vane hoarse-
ly.

"Miss Vane," cried Will, "you can
come now."

Mabel, who had been standing apart
hurried forward. Mr. Vane stepped
Into the boat and the last of the crew
followed. Then a panic seemed to
seize them and them pushed off, leaving
the captain and the mate upon the
doomed steamer, as long tongues of
flame leaped out toward the boat.
Through this fiery barrier the two men
dashed and were seen striking out for
the boat.

"Stop!" cried Mr. Vane. "You have
left the captain and Mr. Clay."

The men looked nt him fiercely, but
the steady, eye of the old man awed
them, and the two wore helped into the
boat the captain supported by tho
strong arm of his gallant mate. The
boat pulled away together, while the
columns of flame which shot Into the
air announced the fate of the Gray
Eagle. They reached the islands safely
after a week had passed.

There is a young man who sails a
steamer from London to Alexandrle,
whose name Is Will Clay, and he is
married. The name of his wife Is Ma-

bel, for Arthur Vane, having "found a
man," knew how to make him all his
own. Exchange.

"SALAMANDERS."

Carious Little Rodents Found in the
Southern "Piney Woods." ,

In many places in the extreme South-
ern States, especially In what are lo-

cally known as tho "plney woods," one
of the most notable features are the
constantly recurring mounds of yellow
sand which everywhere dot and. It must
be confessed, disfigure the monotonous
landscape, says Popular Science Month-
ly. These piles of earth are usually
nearly circular in form, fairly symmet-
rical in contour, from six inches to two
feet in diameter and, save where they
have been beaten down by rain or
winds or the trampling of cattle, about
half as high as they are broad. Often
these sand heaps are pretty evenly dis-

tributed, sometimes so thickly as to
cover at least one-fourt- h of tho soil sur-
face. If you ask a native the cause of
this singular phenomenon, which you
will perhaps at first be disposed to con-
sider a kind of arenaceous eruption
which has somehow broken out on the
face of nature, your informant will
sententiously reply "Salamanders!"

All this disfigurement Is, Indeed, the
work of a curious little rodent popu-
larly so named and about tne size and
color of an ordinary rat. He is never
seen above ground if he can possibly
help it He digs innumerable branch-
ing underground tunnels at depths va-

rying from one to six feet and these
mounCs of sand are simply the "dump
beads" which. In his engineering oper-
ations, he finds It necessary to make.

After carrying the excavated earth
to the surface this cautious little miner
takes the greatest pains to cover up
his tracks. No opening into his burrow
Is left - How he manages to so care
fully smooth over his little sand mound f

and then literally "poll the hole In after
him," Is as yet unexplained.


